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was again disappointed that James had not taken the opportunity to
state a personal view against the marriage.

Charles and James had hoped to use the marriage as a bribe to induce
William to accept Louis's terms of peace* William had no motive for
conciliating Louis, he knew nothing of the secret treaty of the previous
year, and he wanted the marriage to take place at once so that his de-
clared friendship with the English Court should give him an ad-
vantage in the negotiations for peace. Temple was called in to mediate:
he found William rigid in his determination to marry Mary before the
peace or not at all, and in despair when he learnt that the royal brothers
were equally determined on the other side, Temple said, "He was in the
worst humour ever I saw". But Danby saw in the marriage a great
opportunity to diminish his own unpopularity, on grounds of policy
he was attracted by a project adverse to the French interest, and he
advised Charles to give way; there was also a danger, amounting almost
to a certainty, that, if William were allowed to return home without
at least a contract of marriage, Charles would be forced into it by
popular clamour, and so lose the access of popularity that would follow
action on his own initiative. Charles sent Temple to James to inform
him that he had decided to accept William's terms; James was shocked,
but he recovered himself sufficiently to say, "The King shall be obeyed,
and I would be glad all his subjects would learn of me to obey him:
I do tell him my mind freely upon any thing; but when that is done,
and I know his pleasure upon it, I obey him." Temple returned to the
Prince, who at first refused to believe him, but when he was convinced
that he was speaking the truth he embraced him "and said I had made
him a very happy man".

This was on October 20, 1677, anc* t'ie following afternoon James
took Mary aside and told her what Fate had in store for her, "where-
upon her Highness wept all that afternoon and the following day".
In the evening the Privy Council were informed of the decision, James
made them a little speech to the effect that his chief end in all his actions
was the security of the kingdom and that he would never interfere in
the religious education of his children, and the news and the speech
were well received; a few days later he made a similar speech in the
House of Lords. The marriage was solemnised on November 4 at nine
o'clock at night in Mary's bedchamber, only James, Mary Beatrice and
the King being present; Charles punctuated the service with small
jests, and "at eleven o'clock they went to bed, and His Majesty came and
drew the curtains, and said to the Prince, 'Now, nephew, to your work!
Hey! St. George for England/ "

The marriage, which in the long run was to turn out happily, and